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on the part of the reader, and is therefore more valuable for the 
student than for the general public. 

As the sub-title of the volume, "European Conditions and 
American Principals", indicates, considerable attention is given 
to the foreign policy and the international ideals of the United 
States, and to the application of President Wilson's policies to 
the issues of reconstruction. The fundamental principles of 
American foreign policy are stated as "detachment from Euro- 
pean affeairs and de facto hegemony on the American Continent." 
Our entrance into the war is considered not as a break in our 
established policy, but as a logical continuation, by which we 
extended our control over the western hemisphere, especially 
over Mexico, upheld the Monroe Doctrine, and protected the 
Panama Canal. 

The author approaches the questions of "equality of opportuni- 
ties for trade" and of "freedom of navigation" from a charac- 
teristic British viewpoint. The practical difficulties involved in 
these phrases are clearly pointed out. England's supremacy on 
the sea is considered essential, resulting from her geographical 
position. This supremacy is viewed as defensive rather than 
offensive, and the usual claim is made that England never uses 
her mastery of the sea for any purpose injurious to other states. 
On other questions the author is more cosmopolitan in his point 
of view, and he acknowledges the validity of Germany's need for 
markets and for expansion. 

The author praises the political devices of neutralized states 
and of federal union, attacks secret treaties, advocates placing the 
control of foreign policy in the hands of representative parlia- 
ments, and believes that the use of arbitration and of the Hague 
Court can be considerably extended. 

While the course of events since the publication of the volume 
has inevitably made parts of it obsolete, and while the fragmentary 
and controversial method leaves much to be desired, the volume 
is, nevertheless, stimulating to all students of world politics. 
Neither index nor bibliography is included. 

Raymond Gabfield Gettell, 

Amherst College. 

While Europe Waits for Peace. By Pieerepont B. Noyes. New 
York. Macmillan Company, 1921, 99 pp. 
This should be an extremely influential book in disseminating 
among American citizens at large a salutary knowledge of con- 
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temporary European conditions and the resulting menace to the 
peace and progress of modern society. Though it contains nothing 
not already known to scholarly students of the situation in Europe, 
it surpasses any previous publication known to the reviewer as 
a concise, brief and readable exposition of the conclusions of 
constructive critics of post-war policies and practices in Continen- 
tal Europe. It should be put into the hands of every American 
able to read the English language. 

Mr. Noyes, who possesses first-hand and official knowledge of 
the conditions of which he writes, thus states the need of informing 
American citizens of the danger of complacency regarding con- 
temporary world politics: 

It is probable that the average American citizen has at no 
time concealed from himself the dangers which would follow a 
vicious war settlement. His complacency has been founded upon 
ignorance of facts. He has felt that European countries were 
gradually working out their own problems, and this feeling has 
been encouraged by the fact that nearly two years have passed 
since the war and no catastrophe has occurred 

The American people should face the disagreeable fact that 
little real progress has been made toward European restoration, 
and that ruin still stalks in plain sight of most of our former 
allies; and the additional fact that little progress can be made 
without our active help. 

Mr. Noyes believes that the key to the situation lies in the 
economic reconstruction of France and Germany. "Europe must 
stand or fall with the success or failure of reconstruction and eco- 
nomic revival in France and Germany. " To achieve this France 
needs a cancellation of debts to the United States and the receipt 
of a German indemnity which is reasonable and feasible. The 
latter can be secured only by allowing that same economic re- 
vival in Germany which that country needs for its own salvation. 
But this is exactly what France, with astonishing fatuity is 
determined shall not take place. France might have been held 
in line with constructive internationalism if the United States 
had not deserted those who were endeavoring to advance the 
peace of the world through a League of Nations. This American 
defection enabled the militarists, led by Foch and Millerand, 
to get control of French policy and to produce a series of deplora- 
ble efforts to obstruct the achievement of a permanent and states- 
manlike solution of the present problems. This military clique, 
determined to make France what Prussia was before the war, 
has militarized Belgium and Poland, stirred up vain ambitions in 
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other minor European states, encouraged separatist and inde- 
pendence movements among minor German states, planned and 
partially executed military invasions of Germany, rivalled the 
German treatment of Alsace-Lorraine after 1870 by conduct in 
the occupied Rhineland, concluded a nefarious treaty with the 
military group in Italy (Aix les Bains), and blocked every effort 
to secure a sane revision of the reparations and indemnity settle- 
ment. Mr. Noyes writes too late to describe French conduct in 
Upper Silesia, but he concludes that the military party in control 
of France has rivalled Metternich, who was responsible for "the 
lost fruits of Waterloo. " 

Now as then (1815-20), the friends of peace are silenced, 
and on the Continent, at least, there is little chance that they 
will be heard from again unless America, by joining the League 
of Nations, reopens the discussion. All the cynics, pessimists 
and sincere militarists of Europe are rejoicing with the French 
over the successful launching of the Millerand policy. 

The military reaction cannot long endure because of the finan- 
cial burdens which it entails. Unless it is terminated through 
the interference of constructive American statesmanship it will 
inevitably give way to a Bolshevist wave over all of the Continent, 
with the probability that Germany will recover most quickly 
and successfully. Mr. Noyes' constructive proposals he summar- 
izes in the following paragraph: 

1st — Ratify the Treaty and the Convenant and bring American 
leadership to the building of a real League of Nations. 

2d — Relieve the fears of France and assist the righteous forces 
in every country to drive from their chancelleries all the agents 
of military ambition and revenge. 

3d — Assume that financial leadership which will be gladly 
accorded us, and back with the enormous wealth acquired during 
the war by the United States some carefully worked out plan 
for the financial salvation of Europe. 

4th — Forgive France all the debts she owes the United States 
as a result of the War. 

The conclusions which will probably come to the reflective reader 
as he lays down the book are a hearty approval of the sane, if 
not original, proposals of the author, and the strong conviction 
that nothing like them will be put into operation. 

Harry E. Barnes, 
Clark University. 



